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It was such occasions  as  these which calle
forth his slender stock of generosity - " a Flower,
says Clarendon, " that did never grow naturall
in  the Heart  of either of the families,  that c
Stuart, or the other of Bourbon/5 and one tha
never bloomed either for his Ministers or mis
tresses.    To the latter he would open his purs<
but not his heart ; he would keep them quiet fr
offering them the one,  and himself at ease b]
denying them the other.   As he grew older, thei
demands grew in proportion, until one is temptec
to conclude from this fact, and from the frequen
allusions in ribald satire to his failing powers
that he was unable to satisfy them.    Were thi
true, it would explain in part why he allowed him-
self to be increasingly governed by their whims,
and would account also for the little apparent
pleasure he finally found in their company.   " IE
his latter times/3 observes Halifax, " he had nc
Love but insensible  engagements that made it
harder  than  most  might   apprehend   to   untie
them."   But even in the early years of his reign,
when the population was yearly increased and
the peerage enlarged by his many bastards, his
will was weakened by that subservience commonly
observed in men who, finding no satisfaction in
a single woman, divide their time among many.
** He was/9 says Sheffield, " apter to be persuaded